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113 TO GRADUATE AT COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES 
Dr. A. K. Smith To Deliver Commencement 
Address on "Negro Solidarity;" Principal 
W. R. Banks Will Introduce Speaker 
SENIOR CLASS 
MAKES WILL 
By Ethel B. Alexander 
College Choir to Supply Music 
On Momentous Occasion; 
Degrees Conferred by 
Principal 
By Rubye O. Browne 
Principal W. R. Banks who will deliver the Baccalaureate Sermon to the Graduat­
ing Seniors. 
SENIOR GIVES ADVICE TO JUNIORS 
Jesse W. Hodges 
Once again the hand of time 
points to the hour of graduation 
and the wheel of fortune spins, 
"Around and around she goes 
a n d  w h e r e  s h e  s t o p s  n o b o d y  
knows." 
Fortune alone does not play 
the role of completed require­
ments. Fortune is merely an in­
termediary force upon which 
knowledge, perserverance, and ap­
plication is based in respect to 
graduation. If the three afore­
mentioned traits are not observed, 
no one will be fortunate enough 
to meet the requirements for gra­
duation. 
Juniors, I implore you to not be 
led astray by tempation, false 
friends, and the traps that will in 
all probability be set for you. 
Adjust yourself to all situations 
and problems that arise. Consider 
each with a grain of salt in order 
to solve them, thereby overcom­
ing all obstacles. Act wisely, 
taking all of the involved factors 
'nto consideration and success will 
come as a reward. 
Every man, though he be aver­
age or brilliant, rich or poor, reli­
gious or atheist, regards success 
as a peak which he would like to 
reach. This peak will never be 
reached unless one possesses the 
will to do and has confidence in 
one's self. Self confidence dosen't 
mean a "cocky" individual or a 
socalled "dicty" person but it does 
mean that a person who feels that 
he is capable or has the ability 
to do what is asked or required of 
him to do. 
As a graduating senior and on 
behalf of the Senior Class, the 
Class of 1940 I bequeath to you 
the Prairie View tradition of pro­
ducing well prepared graduates 
which you might also achieve. 
Again, may I beseech you to 
perserve, apply yourselves dili­
gently, and detour from the pit­
falls of life and success will surely 
come. Juniors, adieu. 
What the Future 
Holds For the 
Senior 
By Alice Marie Jones 
The other day I was in Dallas 
and met Jesse Sterling who is the 
editor of the best Negro paper 
of Dallas. After slapping each 
other on the back, the conver­
sation turned to class reunion 
which is to take place this month. 
Sterling being secretary to the re­
union committee had kept track 
of many of our classmates that I 
had not. It was grand to find out 
what had happened to various 
class mates and friends within 
ten years. As usual many of 
them have been very successful 
a&d a few had not, but that is 
li?§> 
It is strange to think that with­
in ten years nearly all of the kids 
who were so carefree are married, 
in fact most of them are. A 
large number of them have travel­
ed extensively throughout the 
world and some of them cannot 
come to reunion because they have 
(Continued on page 3) 
In the course of human events 
it becomes the official duty of in­
dividuals to leave behind them 
certain dear and treasured pos­
sessions, which they no longer | 
may call their own. Thus the j 
illustrious Class of 1940 has come 
to the place where it, too, must 
leave such possessions. 
On this the twentieth day of May j 
nineteen-forty, in the year of our 
Lord, THE SENIOR CLASS, will 
to the Junior Class, with all the 
right and privileges appertaining 
thereto, the following possessions. 
Evelyn Baugh, generous lady 
that she is, wills Prairie View, the 
largest land grant college in the 
world valued at $1, 000,000, to the 
entire Junior Class. 
Aldena B. Howell wills to 
Benme Taylor the vacancy leit by 
her in the Sociology Department. 
She also wills to Pauline Wall her 
subscription to the Pitman Short­
hand Journal. 
Alice Marie Jones wills her 
ability to sleep in class and take 
notes at the same time to Ralph 
Green; and to Ada Louise Evans 
goes her place in the Y. W. C. A. 
Ethel B. Alexander wills to 
Doris McDonald her ability to 
"win friends and influence people." 
To Marie A. Alexander, she wills 
the perpetuation of the aristo­
cratic name—Alexander. 
To his baby brother, Donald, 
Jack Brooks wills his popularity 
with all the "crabs" and practice 
school children. 
To Jeanette Williamson, Clar­
ence L. Flint wills the presidency 
of the Grandchildren's Club. 
Mildred Navy wills her mod­
esty and gentleness to her name­
sake, Mildred Fletcher. 
J. R. Sadberry wills to Lamar 
Caldwell his position as president 
of the M. A. Club. 
Beautiful Beverly Glenn wills 
her friendly personality to Mil­
dred McLemore. 
Esther Davis wills the care of 
little Martha Ann to Chrystell 
Vaughters. 
To Professor Howard Wooten, 
Lee Lewis Campbell wills a radio, 
so that Wooten may stay at home 
and entertain himself. 
Juanita Goodlow wills her four 
year career as an outstanding 
basketball player to Lily Simon. 
Jewel Davis, Senior nurse, wills 
to Iris D. Henry, the relief of the 
night supervisor at the Prairie 
View Hospital. 
To Revoydia Thomas, goes the 
beautiful voice and pleasing per­
sonality of Ouida Hudson. 
Eleanor Collins wills her tennis 
(Continued on page 3) 
Monday, May 20, 1940 at 10:30 
A. M, The sixty-first commence­
ment exercises of Prairie View 
College will be held in the aud­
itorium-gymnasium, with Dr. Al-
vin K. Smith delivering the com­
mencement address. 
The long line of one hundred and 
thirteen graduates and the heads 
of each college division will start 
3I9» £ 
DR. A. K. SMITH 
forming in front of the education 
building and will march through 
the campus to the Auditorium, 
where the procession will enter 
the commencement hall to the ac­
companiment of "War March of 
the Priest" by Mendelssohn. 
Following the opening exerices, 
Principal W. R. Banks will pres­
ent the speaker. The speaker, 
Dr. Smith, the college Dentist, 
will address the class on "Negro 
Solidarity." Dr. Smith will empha­
size the value of group solidarity 
in the future of the Negro race. 
This solidarity is essential for ef­
fective protest, group action or 
movements and for any other 
form of accomplishments which 
Negroes may undertake in at-, 
tempting to overcome the barriers 
which deny them the rights which 
they desire. 
Three channels will be pointed 
out through which solidarity wil! 
be effective. They are economics, 
politics and religon. Dr. Smith 
will point out qualities which each 
member of the class as he, leaves 
the institution should resolve to 
develop in order that he might 
contribute to the development of 
racial solidarity. 
Following the address and mus­
ic by the college choir, the prin­
cipal will confer the degrees upon 
each candidate and the members 
of the graduating senior class of 
1940 will leave the building, fol­
lowing the singing of the Alma 
Mater Song "Dear Prairie View", 
each having become an alumni of 
Dear Prairie View. 
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP 
For four year the writer has been a student of this college. 
During these four years we have watched the heads or officers of the 
various organizations. If .there are such persons as. student leaders 
on this campus these office holders are supposed to be the leaders. We 
say supposed to be because these persons are really not leaders. 
In many instances they are merely figure; heads: 
These people are called figure heads because they do not run the 
business of the orgainzation which they head. In most cases this 
responsibility, the responsibility for which they were elected by their 
group to assume, is carried by the faculty sponsor. Yes, the sponsors 
in most cases run the student organizations. The student officers 
are puppets. 
Why, does this condition exist? As have most questions of this 
nature, this question has been answered in several different ways. 
Since we have two groups concerned let us look at it from the two 
angles. The faculty members say that the student does not have 
the initiative to take an organization and run it properly, without 
the ever presence and the constant podding of the faculty advisor. 
Sad, The student says that although he is elected by his group, 
to his office they do not expect him to run the business of the organi­
zation. They do not look to the student for leadership. Our business 
is run by a central office. Very Sad. 
Does either of these conditions actually exist? Is it possible 
that out of a student body of approximately 1000 students that there 
are not enough student connected with the student organizations. Is 
it true that the faculty members, who have had their day, insist on 
running or hogging the show from the students and discouraging 
the would be leaders in the student organizations? These students 
are the hope of the race for its leadership for tomorrow. 
Whatever the trouble is or regardless to where the fault it is 
our sincere hope that the Prairie View Student body and faculty will 
remedy these conditions and strive to develop true leadership among 
its students. For as we assume responsibility and position of honor 
here and fulfill them, so we will likewise assume positions of leader­
ship in our communities and fulfill them. 
OUR THANKS TO YOU: 
Our Sponsor, Dr. E. B. Evans, for your splendid support and co­
operation with the staff in all of its undertakings during the school 
year. If we have succeeded we owe much of this success to you. 
Mr. R. W. Hilliard. Others will never know how you worked to 
make the Annual a success. It was your work from the beginning to 
the end that helped to give the students and faculty of this school 
the third annual in the history of the school. 
Dr. R. Patterson Perry. When all others turned us down you 
came to our rescue. You gave the Panther Staff for 1940 a home. 
Mr. G. A. Lockett. For your patients and earnest efforts to help 
us publish papers with well written articles. 
Mr. George C. Bell. For your wholehearted cooperation with us 
in helping to publish our paper on schedule. 
Loyal Panther Staff Members. Words with which to express to 
you my sincere appreciation are not available. Thanks to each of 
you for your loyalty. . 
SCENES FROM PANTHER CORONATION BALL 
DR. E. B. EVANS MR. R. W. HILLIARD 
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SENIORS WE WILL MISS 
MOST 
By Pauline Wall 
R. Franklin Brooks, president; Clarence Lillian Flint, vice president; Aldena B. Howell, Secretary; 
Ethel McPeters, asst. secretary; Lee Lewis Campbell, Treasurer; Marion J. Brooks, Business Mana­
ger; Willie Jewell Cole, Parliamentarian; George W. Lacey, General Chairman. 
DR. R. P. PERRY, Senior Class Sponsor 
CLASS WILL 
(Continued from page 1) 
enthusiasm to Delsa Lattimer. 
Ruby Browne wills her place in 
the Home Economics Department 
to Martha Moore. 
Willie J. Cole, star trackster, 
wills her track shoes to any lady in 
the Junior Class who wants to 
fight for them. She also wills 
"The Senator" to his many White 
House Admirers in the Junior 
Class. 
Louise Neal wills her outstand­
ing career as a trackster to a 
Class History 
The year 1936-37 was a memor­
able year in the history of P. V., 
for that year the Freshman Class 
—the present graduates of May 
20, 1940 was organized. 
During the Freshman year 
Rxhard Davis was president of 
the class. He was especially out­
standing in Dramatics. Miss 
Aldena B. Howell and Ethel B. 
Alexander made the varsity de­
bating team. Miss Marnell 
Splane was an outstanding mem­
ber of the Glee Club, Miss Betty 
Merrell was the Sweet-voice song­
stress for the P. V. Collegians. 
Miss Alice M. Jones was an ex-1 
Jewel Hollaway, the most out­
standing senior man in the Agri­
cultural Division for 1940 
CLASS PROPHECY 
basketball player, Lottie Boone. 
To Lois Reynolds goes the 
Social Research ability of Margue 
rite Howard. 
Charlotta Patton wills such 
dignity as she has to Francis 
Howell. 
Thelma Hathaway wills t o 
Charles Etta Sanders her dignity 
and self control. 
The rest of the SENIOR CLASS 
wills to the Junior Class the 
right to be as successful in the 
school year 1940-41 as was the 
CLASS OF 1940 in the school 
year 1939-40. 
STUDENTS! Enjoy the Air-Conditioned 
Comforts of Southern Pacific Trains ON 
YOUR TRIP HOME 
L O W  F A R E S 1  
P O P U L A R  S E R V I C E 1  
Low fares permit baggage checking 
privileges. Ask the S. P. Agent for 
train schedules, specific fares, etc. 
S O U T H E R N  P A C I F I C  
J. H. GROCE, Agent 
E S  
5c 
cellent monol'ogist. 
In the Sophomore year -- Miss 
Eleanor B. Collins began her 
career as a tennis player. Miss 
Beverly Glenn, Ethel McPeters, C. 
Lillian Flint, Bettye Merrell be­
came the backbone of the drama­
tic Club. . Ahmed Rayner was 
President -of the Class. Louise 
Neal started on a brilliant career 
as a Panther Trackster. Beverly 
Glenn sang with the Collegians. 
In the" Junior year Frank 
Slider won a place on the "All-
American Football Team." Fred 
Alliniece won the Junior A. A. U 
Championship in the 400 meter 
run in track. Charlotte Mae 
McKinney, Willie Jewell Cole, 
Louise Neal continued as track-
sters. Bob Brooks was elected 
president of the class. Janet 
Lawton was the campus "dramatic 
dancing" queen. Jesse Sterling 
found consolation in those mo­
ments of quietude with Walter B. 
Campbell. Doris Sampson be­
came assistant organist. Rubye 
Browne began her career as a 
glee club person. Aldena B. 
Howell, Alice M. Jones, Annie M. 
Curl, Gwendolyn McDonald were 
outstanding "Y" members. 
The Senior year was indeed 
memorable. The Annual—t h e 
first in 14 years—was published 
largely by the seniors. Jesse 
Sterling was elected Editor of the 
Panther and Annual Staffs, with 
George Lacey, Alice M. Jones, 
Ethel Alexander, and Aldena Ho­
well as assistants. Alice M. Jones 
and Nathaniel Hardin were presi­
dents of the "Y's". Aldena B. 
Howell was Alpha Pi Mu presi­
dent. Mildred Navy was voted 
the most beautiful senior and Lo­
well Jones the most handsone 
senior fellow. 
Mr. Robert Brooks was Pres. 
of the class for two years, and 
Aldena B. Howell was seceretary 
for four years. 
(Continued from page 1) 
made their homes in such far 
away places. 
Most of the Home Economics 
students are happily married and 
are wonderful homemakers. That 
would be expected of them but 
what is amazing is that the other 
girls learned to keep house by 
some hook or crook. 
Among those who are married, 
we have Louella Harrison who 
has a florist shop on the side; 
Delores has three children and is 
teaching; Bessie Dugar is 
the mother of two children; 
Johnny B. Shanklin and Mary 
Agnes Bolden have lovely homes 
in Houston; Julia Mae Toiiver 
married an Ag. man and they 
have two children and a wonderful 
farm; Alton Britt has two chil­
dren; Dorothy Sanson has a home 
for delinquent girls and received 
much recognition for her fine 
work. Willie Jewell Cole has be-
1 come a wonderful coach and last 
summer she drove a group of her 
tracksters to the National A. A. 
U. Meet and took a large number 
of the prizes. Eleanor Collins 
has held the National Tennis 
championship for women's singles 
the past five years. Oh yes, the 
things that have happened in the 
music world. Sam Ella Myers 
has sung several times in Carnegie 
Hall. Ruth Williams has three 
children and is operating a piano 
studio. Maurice Moore after 
studying in an eastern conserva­
tory of music has performed both 
in America and abroad. 
Poor Valerie Johnson has ten 
Simonites and is living in a 
water proof tent in Ratcoon Bend. 
Josephine McCaney married while 
on a tour of Europe and she and 
her husband are living in Paris 
with their two children. Melba 
Turner has returned from a trip 
around the world and is writing 
a book on her travels. Wilhel-
mena Green, after having travel­
ed extensively, has settled down 
to a steady whirl of social life, 
and is making an attempt to 
eliminate her undesirable suiters. 
Aldena Howell married and out­
standing statistician and she is 
doing social work. Viola Jordan 
is receiving her Ph. D. from Iowa 
State this spring. Jennie V. 
Jefferson married and is living in 
Oakland, California. Ella Louise 
Hornsby is doing social service 
work in Chicago and her sister 
Eulalie is abroad doing research 
work in London University. Ethel 
Alexander has her Ph. D. and is 
working at Atlanta University. 
Bertha Bell is operating a hula 
hula studio in Hawaii. Bobbie 
Lawrie is an obstetrician in Santa 
Barbara, California; Penn McElroy 
is a racketeer in Germany. Lillian 
Lee Prophet is a very devoted wife 
and the mother of three children; 
Roscoe N. Rigmaiden is a noted 
mathematician and astronomer. 
There will be many tears shed 
and many sorrows proclaimed 
Monday, May 20, 1940 after the 
student body has sung "Dear 
Prairie View" and the seniors 
will be ready to venture into the 
world. 
Some seniors, because of the 
many contributions they have 
made, will be missed greatly. 
We shall miss Misses Howell 
and Alexander because they have 
held such a high scholastic stand­
ing on the campus. We shall miss 
Jesse Sterling for his diligent 
work as Editor-in-Chief of the 
Panther Staff. 
We shall miss Jesse Hodges' 
grace and dignity. 
The campus certainly will be at 
at a loss without the baauty of 
Mildred Navy. 
We shall miss the "snirls" and 
"snobs" of Annie M. Curl, Ethel 
McPeters, Lillian Lee Prophet and 
Bettye Merrell. 
We can't imagine what the cam­
pus would be like without Beverly 
Glenn's radiant smiles. 
W e  s h a l l  m i s s  G w e n d o l y n  
Mosley, Ollie Rodgers and Marga-
rete Howard because of their 
height. 
For four years Prairie View has 
been grace by Miss Wilhelmena 
Green's contour. We are losing 
a prized one. 
The campus will be very lonely 
without the Brooks' brothers and 
their constant chatter. 
We shall miss the gossipers in 
the Senior Garden; they were a 
lonely bunch. 
We shall miss Alice M. Jones 
because of her sweet disposition 
and leadership ability. 
Adieu Seniors! Remember us 
also. 
Beverly Glenn is married to a 
bookkeeper and is living in an 
abode hut in Mexico. She it the 
mother of three little "Dirty's," 
Mike, Ike, and Nite. Margaret 
Townsend, as she told Sterling, is 
married to the right man and liv­
ing in Skegee; Essie Marie 
Thomas now a resident of Hous­
ton, is the ideal wife and mother 
of three children. Vashti Thomas 
is married to the world's greatest 
trumpet player and they have two 
children; Gwendolyn Mosley is 
married but still holds her po­
sition as librarian in Fort Worth. 
Clarence L. Flint is instructor in 
Physiology in some large Univer­
sity. Lillian Givens is instructor 
of physical education in a wes­
tern university. Bernice Dial is 
supervisor of education in St. 
Louis, Missouri; Bertha Means is 
married and the mother of two 
children. Janet Lawton has four 
children an a chain of chicken 
shacks in New York City; 
Charlotte Mae McKinney i s 
married and the mother of two 
very beautiful children and living 
in a large northeastern city. 
Ollie Mae Rodgers is living in 
the suburbs of Houston with a 
devoted husband and daughter; 
Margaret Carter has three chil­
dren and is a dietetion with a 
Master of Science Degree from 
Iowa State; Esther Davis has 
two children and is running a first 
class nursery; Bettie Merrell has 
two children and is running a 
nursery school; Annie Melba Curl, 
who has two children, is a Holly­
wood gown designer and has done 
quite a bit of designing of screen 
wardrobes; Willie B. Williams is 
one of America's greatest book 
and newspaper publishers and has 
achieved fame as an inventor. 
And on. they Go 
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The Favorites Of The Senior Class Of 1940 
Top left to right: Ethel Alexander and J. R. Sadberry, most studious seniors; Mildred J. Navy, most beautiful; Willie J. Cole and Captain John Montgomery 
popular athletic stars. 
Center: J. Hampton Sterling, Editor of the Panther crowning Miss Jimmie Carothers, Queen at the Annnual Panther Coronation Ball. The crown bearer little Mar­
garet Perry sees that the crowning is carried out correctly. Miss Alice Marie Jones, and George W. Lacey, most popular: and Lowell Jones, most handsome. 
Bottom: Aldena B. Howell and Marion J. Brooks, most versatile seniors. Miss Howell finished with great destinction„ Christine Roberts and Marguerite Howard, run-
ners-up in the Miss Prairie View Contest; Rubye O. Browne, most outstanding girl in the Home Economics Division. 
